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smarts about the country, both in the Court and
outside. One of his few enemies was Wolsey,
whom he regarded, with most of the nobility, as
a man who had no right to be in power at all;
and it is more than likely he had said so within
the hearing of some indiscreet acquaintance or
ambitious servant. It may even be that he said
that the Cardinal should have had his head
chopped off; or, in anger with the King, he may
have exclaimed about his own right to the
throne. In the following year Wolsey received
an anonymous letter charging Buckingham with
high treason on these grounds. It has even been
suggested that he drafted the letter himself.
However that may be, he lost no time in timing
it to his own advantage.

He knew that Henry, like most upstart kings,
suffered from an inferiority complex and was
always haunted by the bogey of a rival to the
throne. It is instructive to observe how little
this fear disturbed the Stuart monarchs, even
when there was good reason for it, and how much
it infected the minds of the Tudors. Moreover,
Buckingham was one of the richest peers in
England, his lands extending over six counties.
Imagine the wealth that would fall to the Crown
by his execution on a capital charge ! Wolsey
went straight to the King, and played upon the
two worst elements in his master, his cowardice
and his greed. The man for whom it has been
claimed that he spared heretics the stake out of
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